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may be treated irrespectively of the question whether they are aroused by nature and human life directly or by means of art.
jEsthetic   pleasure  in   contemplation  of  the beautiful proceeds partly from recognition of the individual object not as one particular thing but as Platonic Idea, that is, as the enduring form of this whole kind of things; partly from the consciousness  the   knower has  of himself not as individual, but as pure, will-less Subject of Knowledge.   All volition springs out of need, therefore out of want, therefore out of suffering.    No attained object of will can give permanent satisfaction.   Thus, there can be no durable happiness or rest for us as long as we are subjects of will. * The Subject of Will lies continually on the turning wheel of Ixion, draws ever in the sieve of the Danaides, is the eternally thirsting Tantalus. But in the moment of pure objective contemplation, free from all interest of the particular subjectivity, we enter a painless state: the wheel of  Ixion  stands still.    The   Flemish  painters produce   this   aesthetic effect by the   sense   of disinterested   contemplation   conveyed in their treatment of insignificant  objects.     There   are certain natural scenes that have power in themselves, apart from artistic treatment, to put us in
56